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ASD– The Changing Landscape

 

I.                    Tremendous increase in regional center referrals for ASD

a.     Younger - 75% less than 3 years old

b.     More ASD - 50% have or will have a diagnosis of ASD

c.      Total number in California RC system increasing by about 700/qtr.

 

II.                   Age wave will place tremendous demand on RC system for services for adults with ASD. (show age wave chart)

 

III.                  Increase in appeals and fair hearings related to ASD 

a.     Eligibility issues

b.     Service issues

 

IV.               Schools struggling to serve more students with ASD

a.     Issue: what constitutes a “free and appropriate education” for a student with ASD?

b.     More appeals and lawsuits targeting schools for ASD-related services.

 

V.                 Community clinicians report being unprepared - need more training to diagnose and advise the family.

a.     CME events offering topics on ASD are filled to capacity

 

VI.               Families expressing confusion and frustration

a.     Filing more appeals against RCs and Schools

b.     Combing the Internet for magical cures.

 

VII.             Many charlatans preying on families

a.     Slick websites promise “cures” from nonscientific methods

 

VIII.           California Legislature feeling compelled to act

a.     Assemblyperson Frommer - Autism Resource Center bills

b.     Pavley bill: Autism Resource Center within the Dept. of Education

c.      Senator Perata’s “Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism”




Immediate Needs:

California population changes intASD

Tremendous increase in regienal center
referrals for ASD

a. Younger - /5% of new regioenal center
Intakes less than 3 years old

D. More ASD — over 50% have or will have a
diagnosis of ASD

C. Total number in California RC system
Increasing by about 800-900 qtr.

(956 In gtr. ending 12/31/06, 886 in gtr. ending
3/31/07, 961 in gtr. Ending 6/30/07)



DDS ASDI Caseload — CDER Data
1994 - 2007




Immediate Needs —
Population Changes

The age wave (age distribution) will place
tremendous demand on the Regional
Center system for services for adults with
ASD.
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Immediate Needs:
Ilncreasing Federall Reqguirements for
Eederal Eunding

= More data on child/family eutcomes

¢ E.g. child functioning levels at entrance and exit in
the early intervention (0O — 3 yr. olds) program.

= Increased reporting reguirements
* Program processes
 Fiscal data and processes



Immediate Needis —
Community: Capacity.

Community clinicians report being unprepared
- need more training to diagnose and advise

the family.

Families report being confused and frustrated
with the many treatment options.



Current Efforts —

The Governor’'s ASD Initiative

2002 — ongoing. Autistic Spectrum Disorders Best
Practice Guidelines For Screening, Diagnosis And
Assessment (www.ddhealthinfo.org/asd.asp)

2002 - ongoing. Data, ongoing technical consultation
and support for numerous research projects. E.g.
Childhood Autism Risk from Genetics and the
Environment (CHARGE) study the Center for Autism and
Developmental Disabilities Research and Epidemiology
(CADDRE) study.



Current Efforts — ASD Initrative

* 2002 —ongoing. Expansion of the ASD Learning
Collaborative training model to improve the
evaluation and assessment of persons with ASD

www.ddhealthinfo.org/asd.collab.asp

* The Governor’s 2006/2007 Budget added one ASD
Clinical Specialist and one ASD Program
Coordinator at each of the 21 regional centers and,
provided funding for enhanced resources and

Information for families and professionals.


http://www.ddhealthinfo.org/asd.collab.asp

Current Efforts - ASD Initiative

DDS partnership with UC Med Schoeols. CME events are
iIncluding ASD evaluation and treatment. CME events
offering topics on ASD are often filled to capacity.

2007 (in development) Best Practice Guidelines for
Interagency Collaboration

2007 (summer) Best Practices for Inter-organizational
Collaboration: A Toolkit



Current Efforts - ASD Initiative

2007 (summer) updating ASD prevalence report for
California (age and geographic distribution, ethnicity,
rates vs. other DD diagnhoses, long term trends, etc.)

2008 (in development) Best Practice Guidelines for
Intervention



Ongoing Challenges:
Community capacity
= Regional centers continuing to struggle to provide

the best possible services: residential, behavioral,
vocational.



Ongoing Challenges:

= Families expressing confusion and
frustration

a.Filing more appeals against RCs and Schools
b.Combing the Internet for magical cures.

= Many charlatans preying on families -
slick websites promise “cures” from
nonscientific methods



Ongoeing Challenges:
Impreve Senvice Delivery.

Best Practice Guidelines (Initial
development, updates, and translation)
a. Screening, Diagnosis and Assessment

b. Intervention

c. Collaboration

d. Family Support

Improve consistency - statewide - in
diagnosis and interventions

Keeping current with emerging research &
updating guidelines
www.ddhealthinfo.org



http://www.ddhealthinfo.org/

Ongoeing Challenges:
Ouitreach/ Public Awareness

Advisory Committees

ASD Best Practices Guidelines for
Intervention

Website: www.asdguidelines.org

Outreach materials: “Reasons for
Concern” brochure (w/ CDE)


http://www.asdguidelines.org/

Ongoeing Challenges
- Coordination of Effiorts

= |Improve cooerdination both locally and at the
State level in

e pblended funding
e promotion of best practices
e coordinated services

 policy development ( Blue Ribbon
Commission, CDE, CDPH,

Pavley Committee, etc.)



Rick Ingraham;, Manager
Children and Family Services

Califernia Department of Developmental
Services

(916) 654-2773
ringraha@dds.ca.gov
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